Steve_Worrall: Let's get this show on the road!! Welcome to MuskieFIRST Matt and Brett from Thorne Bros in Minnesota, tell us about tackle and Muskies!!

brett: Yup.  This is Brett Erickson with Thorne Bros.  Matt Thompson will also be on in just a moment and we'll be ready to get this show on the road.

Guest: best uses for the med heavy diamondback?

brett: all purpose bucktail rod.  Topwater, cranks, med. bucks

Mr_Mr_Muskie-E: What creatures do you guys have at the store for sale?

brett: the medium is more for smaller bucks and cranks and the heavy is for eagletails and jake style baits

brett: What do you have in mind?  We have all kinds of plastics

plitzzz: what has been the hot baits this year

Steve_Cady: Brett & Matt- What changes are you seeing in the industry? Let's say the last two years? Brett- Lures Matt- Electronics

Guest: will it throw depthraiders?

brett: Hot baits have been the triple D, phantoms, custom jakes, p-cranks and lowriders

Guest: p-cranks?

Schuler: what are p-cranks and lowriders?

brett: The Medium Heavy Diamondback will throw Depthraiders without any problems

brett: Lowriders are a cross between a Tallywhacker and a Slam'er Thunderhead.  The P-Crank is a crankbait that comes in 8" and 11" sizes and in straight and hooked styles

sledge51: what colors will the custom jakes be available in?

ToddM: Will you have them at the MN musky show?

Matt: The electronics industry has become amazing, Mapping GPS with depth contour, trolling motors that track depth and contour, and just pure power and speed in the new sonars, its become tough to keep up

Mr_Mr_Muskie-E: Do you guys fish plastics and if so which ones?

brett: The trend in baits has been high quality.  They are more expensive, but usually last longer.  The other trend is that glide baits are becoming almost as abundant as bucktails--TOO MANY!!!

Matt: I have always been a huge fan of the Bulldawgs

Guest: whats new in gliders?

brett: custom J10s are glitter colors in cisco, walleye and golden shiner

brett: The new shallow bull dawgs have been awesome--especially the mag

Guest: any 6 in customs?

brett: did well on Tiger Tubes late last year as well

Matt: 10" Mantas, shallow Phantoms, the Joker...

sledge51: thanks, I really liked the ones I bought last year.

Matt: Peterson Tackles newest bait

Yev_Kasem: what do you think of using the FHS maps on a Garmin 168?  Do they work well?  How do they compare to c-maps?

Steve_Cady: Brett Erickson is not only the lure guru at Thorne Bros. but is also a accomplished tournament angler, lure designer and a featured teacher/speaker at Simply Fishings PHD

brett: Also the new 5.5"jerko, shallow phantoms, grey ghost are new in the gliders.  The joker will be really interesting.  A small easy working glider with a big, deep thudding rattle

Guest: is the joker on the website?

Mr_Mr_Muskie-E: grey ghost?

plitzzz: need some rod advise,st.croix premier or all star???   7'6"

Steve_Cady: Matt Thompson is the electronics Guru at Thorne as well as a guide, tournament angler, PHD Teacher for Simply Fishing and a hell of a deer hunter...

brett: The gray ghost is brand new.  Just got to throw one in a pool and was impressed.  We will hopefully be getting them soon.  Another new one in the works will be coming out by the maker of the P-crank

Matt: I personally like the fishing hotspot maps on the Lowrance more than the Garmin, but they work just fine on the Garmin, the old style C-MAPS were missing alot of detail

Yev_Kasem: is there risk in trying to navigate with the FHS maps on a Garmin?

ToddM: When will the joker be available?

brett: The st.croix 7'6" is heavy.  Good for dawgs, big cranks and hair.  The all-star comes in both regular and heavy bucktail actions, so it really depends on what you want.  St.croix is a 2year warranty.

Mr_Mr_Muskie-E: where do you see the industry in 2 years as far as baits?

brett: allstar is a lifetime warranty

plitzzz: is one better than the other or just preference?????

brett: the joker is just clearing customs now and should be available at the mn muskie expo for the first unveiling

Steve_Cady: Matt- Lowrance ?? or Garmin 240

brett: both are great rods with great companies.  Get the one that best suits what you want it to do.

Matt: The FHS maps on any GPS do not replace learning the water slowly and carefully with the paper map in hand, and it definitely does not replace common sense (do not expect to navigate LOW in the dark by)

Matt: GPS only

Stan_Durst: Matt, as a guide and tourney fisherman, which would you say is as important to the lure and it's action as far as color or contrast or a mixture of both?

brett: the map is still the best way to go.  Use the gps as reference to help guide you if you get in a bind reading the map

buddysolberg: what is a good basic GPS to use to locate cribs, small weed beds, rock humps, etc.

Matt: I am by far the most color anal person I know, but action is the biggest trigger I think.

[02 11 20:17:05] [MuskieFIRST] Stan_Durst: Later as this is thornes night out be happy to answer you after the chat is over.

brett: for baby size baits, the 6'10" st.c, 7' or 7'6" all star or a med action diamondback will get the job done

Matt: What lakes Buddy S

brett: I am slowly (8 years now) teaching matt that color isn't as important as speed and action :-)

Stan_Durst: I was wondering if contrast or color would help a lure with good action or enhance it ?

sledge51: Any upcoming events, like a poolside?

Matt: If in WI, The navionics Wi chip is awesome

brett: color can't hurt.  I am a big fan of prism and glitters especially on crankbaits, so I am a little guilty of the color syndrome myself

brett: this year has been so crazy we haven't really planned anything.  I am assuming we will be doing the North Metro Muskies Inc poolside again, but you know what they say about assuming

Guest: you can't chat in here ,this is a chat room

plitzzz: how much are diamondback rods?

Stan_Durst: I fully believe that with out good action or presentation the color /contrast wouldn't have a chance. I have caught on bland lures with fantastic action then sometimes it won't do anything for long

brett: The biggest thing upcoming event that matt and myself have coming up are the MN Muskie Expo, Minneapolis Sportshow and the Simply Fishing PhD Roadshows.

Stan_Durst: long periods can't explain as I'm not a pro at it

Vman: You mention speed as a trigger. Does the lure need to be moving fast in order to trigger or can a slow moving lure trigger as well?

Matt: Good call Stan, some guys love black, some guys gotta have scales and 

muskyone: Brett I have two older Sage rods. They both need new guides put on them. About how much for let's say medium priced guides put on at the shop.

brett: DB rods vary depending on what options you want.  They can range anywhere from $200-Over $700 depending on how crazy you want to get.  Average price is $250

RAZE1: How do you guys rate the CTE400 ?

Stan_Durst: Thanks Matt, I have caught fish on the ugliest things mostly black and yellow or just black

brett: I am guessing at the price on guides, but I would say around $70.  Call Bill in our Rod Shop at 763-572-3782 and he can help you

Mr_Mr_Muskie-E: do you guys carry the morrum reels?

Stan_Durst: no I'm not, I have secrets too

brett: The TE is by far the most impressive piece of equipment I have used in a long time.  My best way to describe it is an Abu 7000 but without the carpal tunnel

Matt: I now have a little over a dozen TE's  and The power is unmatched, kinda like the best of both worlds from a ct 400 and a abu c4

Stan_Durst: I am truly a color/contrast fanatic since I've learned how to do what I do

Oneida_Esox: Are the TE's really worth the money though???? After all a 6500 c3 will also reel in a bait??

brett: We've had a lot of problems with the Morrums and no longer carry them.  They have some new stuff on the way though that looks interesting

Schuler: what do you guys think of the corsair reels? everyone says their garbage but mine was great all season til my last time out and I got all kinds of silt in the reels

ToddM: Any new custom colored baits this year?  sorry if it was already asked

2legit2quit: what is an effective depth for panfish, baitfish to get suspended muskie to bite

Mr_Mr_Muskie-E: night guys

Stan_Durst: Matt/Brett, do you guys carry Cortland braided in 50 # plus?

MNesox: what kind of coupons does a person get with the traveling PHD thing?

brett: The TE is the best balance of speed and power that we have seen.  Some reels are good for speed, but have no power and vice versa.  This is perfection.

Matt: yes it will but not as easily as the TE and anything I can do to cut the work load on myself I'm  all for it (ask Brett)

PW: Are you guys going to be at the Wisconsin Muskie/Pike Expo in Milwaukee this weekend?  I too am sorry if this has been asked already.

brett: Cortland Spectron green in 50# and 80# in both 150 and 300yd spools.  we also carry western filament tuf, tuf plus, xp, and power pro and berkley lines

Lund_1650: are u the matt that is on tv with  the simple fishing guy

buddysolberg: what line is on your reels?

muskyone: Brett, do you have the new color Tuff XP?

Matt: I have not seen the coupon books yet but if you call 651-429-3351, Lisa atSimply Fishing can answer that

Stan_Durst: Thanks Brett, I have had good luck with Cortland I will have to check it out on you site

brett: For suspended fish, I never fish deeper than 15' until the lakes turn over in the fall.  1-muskies feed up, so there is no need to go deeper 2-going deeper only leads to dead fish

Matt: Yeah Lund that's me

brett: We have tuff xp in green and yellow

muskyone: Thanks, want to try that hi vis yellow for jigs

2legit2quit: matt r u planning any pmtt events with bob m you guys did well a few years ago?

Stan_Durst: which color is best for being not so visible?

Lund_1650: rumor has it he is (bob) hard to fish with any truth to that

brett: Our website is along ways from being complete.  We will hopefully have it complete sometime in April and then will start working on a paper catalog for 2004

Matt: Hey Lund I wish it was "simple" fishing

Schuler: maybe you missed my question...what do you two think of the shimano corsairs? everyone says their garbage but mine was great all year and I do a lot of fishing, Abus wont' hold up, what do you think?

brett: I don't get wrapped up in line color.  I believe it was Doug Stange with In-fish that said" I wish they made an orange muskie line, that way the muskies would know something was coming"

Stan_Durst: I have one that bugs me, do only natural lakes turnover and man made ones don't or does it depend on depth?

Lund_1650: what do u think of the shimano bantom 50 reel

Matt: Quite the contrary Lund' he's one of my favorite fishing partners

Lund_1650: thought maybe it was grampa joe

brett: The corsairs are built a lot better now(the gold ones), but I would recommend getting a 

Catala for only a few dollars more.  For the price, they are unbeatable.

Matt: The Corsair had some serious issues but Shimano has really tried to fix it

Curly: Are Catala's pretty good..?

Curly: Better than Abu?

brett: Whenever you get water temps in the 50 degree range, things are changing no matter if it is natural or man made.  In the fall, it can be real tough, but once the water drops into the 40s, look out!!!

Schuler: do you guys know the dif between a catala and a calcutta, they look the same

PW: How would you rate the Catala against the cheaper Diawa Millionaire (forgot the exact model - its the one for about $90)?

Stan_Durst: Thanks Brett, the lake I live next too is 30 ft deepest and they say it won't turn

brett: I love the Diawa CV-Z300A for jerkbaits, but would take a Catala over the cheaper Diawa

ToddM: Do you guys like to troll and what baits do you like to troll with?

brett: the catala is a multi-piece frame and the calcutta is a one piece machined aluminum frame.  A lot of other difference, but too many to list here

Schuler: does the levelwind move on the 300 series millionaires? doesn't on my cvx-253a

Stan_Durst: not if you have an ice schooner but it's hard on the lures

2legit2quit: matt I seen George Liddle was at your school he is rated very highly as a bass salmon angler how did he fair as a muskieman

brett: Matt-troll--NEVER!!!  I do a lot of it depending on the season and conditions.  Summer, I like trolling spinnerbaits (CJ/Shumway/Fudally) topwaters (lowriders) and 10"jakes and jointed believers.  

MNesox: how fast do u like trolling spinnerbaits?

Stan_Durst: What speed is best in Summer?

Lund_1650: up 2 7 miles per hour

brett: fall, I like 10" jakes, 8" and 10" believers and 8" and 11" P-cranks in the straight model.  I also have a couple of old Mavericks that are golden

Steve_Worrall: What would you two recommend as a spinning rod for creatures, we get quite a few questions on that issue on the message board

Matt: Yeah Joe has a lady and yes she does fish on occasion, George should give up sewer trout and go on the PMTT trail 5 days 5 fish including a 50"

Lund_1650: up to 7 miles per hour

brett: 7-9mph with spinnerbaits when water is at its warmest.  I like the blades popping out of the water when I make a turn

ToddM: Have you guys tried those 10" long swim shads you sell in your store?

Stan_Durst: Don't answer about the spinning reel, my wife will hang me for buying a Garcia 6500

Matt: I have tried the smaller ones and really liked them

brett: I HATE SPINNING RODS!!!  have always been a baitcaster fan.  I can shake the jig a lot better and get rattles thumping a lot better with a baitcaster.  35"TUFline on a light bucktail rod works for me

Stan_Durst: Thank you , Thank you I'll live a little longer Brett

muskyone: Brett, what style jig you like the best?

Steve_Worrall: even so, what would you recommend to someone wanting spinning?

brett: The Optimum swim baits are awesome.  The whole body has a shimmy, not just a thumping tail

Stan_Durst: She loved that old spinner

Schuler: what about Castaic swim baits, are those any good?

Matt: Steve I have no exp. with creature fishing but when I was growing up in northern WI you had quite a rep as the "creature" man so I would say to any one with that question listen to Steve

2legit2quit: matt could you tell us how bob m fishes his lizards

Steve_Worrall: Hard to find a good spinning rod anymore...

brett: Jigs really depend on what your fishing.  I use a lot of bass style jigs like a 3/4 oz Northland or 1-1/4oz J-mac when I am working deep weed edges.

brett: For a throwback to a follow, I like a light swimmer or a 6" tiger tube

Matt: He uses a 7' Compre and 35# tuff, fishes them with more of a crawl than a jigging motion

jlong: Brett... what do you consider a "light swimmer"?

brett: Matt Thompson and myself, Brett Erickson, are the Thorne Bros reps here

muskyone: Sounds familiar eh Steve?

brett: a light swimmer like a 9/16 Jack's swimmer or a 1/2 oz Cobra. A 6" twin tail grub is my favorite trailer, and you can't go wrong with black for most of the season

Lund_1650: will the p-cranks ever come down in price  or are they worth the price

Matt: I app. if I am being some what vague here guys but typing is not my forte

Steve_Cady: Matt and/Or Brett- Speaking of Bob and Simply fishing...any more info on the proposed tourney on Vermilion?

ScavangeShep: <---Mrs. Shep stole the computer!  Muahahahahaaaa

Matt: Yes, good news call Bob, I am trying to stay out of it so I can fish it

brett: The P's are incredibly well built and are worth the price.  The manufacturer gave me a proto 2 years ago and it still looks relatively new--even though it has been dragged through some of the worst places that I know of.

Lund_1650: brett did they catch any fish thou

Steve_Worrall: Matt, if you were limited to ONE lure to use all year, what would it be?

Steve_Worrall: You too, brett

brett: I can answer your question steve,  matt throws a Jackpot!!!!!!!!

ToddM: Which one of you guys sabotaged Bill Schwartz's line at the chicago pool demo?

plitzzz: what color jackpot??

Matt: Yes a Jackpot but I would sneak a Phantom in the boat too

Steve_Worrall: That would have been Bill himself

brett: The P's did real well this fall.  Can't report any big fish landed though--only ones lost

Steve_Cady: Who makes the P crank?

ToddM: Does the P-crank have a thick metal lip?

brett: I sabotaged Bill's line.  I was hoping it would break in Matt's direction though

Lund_1650: yes

Matt: On the color what ever color you gave me

Steve_Worrall: I have the bait, autographed by Bill and Bob M, for the next Auction for Ashton

brett: The P has an 1/8"+(?) aircraft aluminum lip

Steve_Worrall: very nice gesture from both

2legit2quit: how r the mantas I see the simply fishing staff is doing well with them?

ToddM: I will be bidding onit

Matt: how the heck did you fit Bob's signature on a lure?

Steve_Worrall: Matt, he signed it, it is a BIG lure

ToddM: the p-crank is a cool bait, right up your alley TM

Trophymuskie: not my alley LOL never seen one

ToddM: big baits TM

Matt: Very well The manta fits Bob's style very well slow, methodical, and you can cast it a mile

Steve_Worrall: Which color ERC DDD is hottest?

brett: Mantas are a great bait, just got to put them in the right place at the right time, and Bob M is the mast of that

Trophymuskie: Big baits are my ticket

brett: The 10"Mantas are going to be awesome this fall

Trophymuskie: been waiting 2 years for the 10 inchers, I can't wait

Lund_1650: what does a phantom look like jerk bait or topwater

Matt: whatever color is in stock, it is definitely the hype bait right now

brett: sales of the triple D are pretty even.  all the colors are more clear water based though.  They need a wild color

brett: The phantom was designed by tracing a sucker and going from there to get it to work right.  It is a slow sinking glide bait

ToddM: goofy question, what time does your store open on sundays?

Lund_1650: I think I have 1 then

Matt: 11-3 until musky opens then closed on sun

brett: Joe was in on the making of the big G, which was one of the predecessors to the phantom

Steve_Worrall: brett and Matt, I can't believe the hour is over already great job answering tough questions, and THANK you from MuskieFIRST!!
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