Sworrall: MuskieFIRST welcomes Paul Peck of River Run Tackle; welcome, sir!

plitzzz: The 10" manta runs how deep ???????

Paul_Peck: Hi everyone.  I'll try to answer all the questions to the best of my ability.   the 10" manta....how deep?  well..

Paul_Peck: it is a countdown glider.  The typical running depths will be 3 to 10 feet.

Buffy: Paul:  So what is the  difference between little and big Manta, other than size....?

Paul_Peck: The larger Manta has a longer glide, and we've incorporated a lot of roll into it.  otherwise, you can work it the same, slow or fast.

RAZE1: Were your baits really inspired by the  Tibetan Monks  zig zagging their way down the mountains?

Slamr: that is a room silencer

Buffy: Good grief!  I knew that was coming!

Paul_Peck: laughs.  well, I categorically deny ever having been in Tibet (however I do watch National Geographic)

Vertikoseqh: what way have the MOST muskies been caught on mantas?  Retrieve style that is

Paul_Peck: The super shallow Manta is essentially a manta with less weight.  It sinks much slower and was designed to really work in the top 18" of the water column (flowages, inside weedlines, over heavy cabbage, etc)

muskie_man: thats good cause I just bought one and there is a lot of weeds on my lake

Buffy: Talk a bit about to alter the action, rod manipulation, etc.

Paul_Peck: well, that depends on whether you're speaking of the super shallow or the regular.

Vertikoseqh: for a person about sayyyyyyy, 6' tall (and good looking as can be) what is the best rod/reel set up for the use of a manta

Paul_Peck: The regular manta seems to work best with an erratic retrieve.

Sworrall: What are the manta bodies made from; what material?

Paul_Peck: I like to mix short twitches in with long glides and pauses.

Buffy: I was thinking about manipulating around weeds---can it go up/down?

esox14: As far as the manta, and all gliders for that matter, when you come to the end of the retrieve, what works the best and is most realistic to the fish?  a zig-zag or just walk beside the boat and keeping the action of the lure the same

Paul_Peck: the manta is made from high-impact polystyrene....and as far as rods go....it depends on the deck height of your boat, but a medium-heavy rod with a 5:1 ratio works well

Vertikoseqh: the knock against the Manta has been that it "hypnotizes" the muskies...and they follow, but don't eat....how do you overcome  that?

Paul_Peck: the manta can be worked around weed cover or over it.  If you need to raise the depth suddenly to get over an obstacle, simply twitch upwards instead of downwards

Oneida_Esox: Lets talk crankbaits, any plans for a smaller Shark??? Maybe Jointed

Paul_Peck: well, as for the hypnosis.......here's a trick to try:  When the musky is following in that s curve, stop twitching and reel like heck.  You can often get them to commit.

Buffy: Some say that fish 'miss' walking style lures.  What do you say about that?  Will they work after dark?

Paul_Peck: well, we've talked about a smaller shark, but it isn't on the drawing board as of yet.

Sworrall: I demo'd a Manta in the pool at Madison this weekend, did as you suggested, it drew an audible OOOO, AHHH from the group

esox14: as far as the end of the retrieve what do you do w/ the manta

Paul_Peck: well, when a musky wants a lure, there's nothing you're going to do to keep him/her from getting it.  You can't reel fast enough.  I fish mantas after dark.  Muskies are top-line, efficient predators

Paul_Peck: at the end of the retrieve, I'm lazy....I'll do an L or maybe go into a deep 8, but not in gin-clear where I can see no follows.

esox14: zig zag it or just have straight action

Sworrall: The coolest part was the pause and sink, the bait turned 180 three times in 6' of water

Paul_Peck: I give the rod small zig zags as I do the Figure 8, but I'm not the most coordinated guy, as some one-eyed muskies can attest from my rod tip.

RAZE1: The Manta kinda looks like a fish that is preoccupied eating and predators like to take advantage of that. Your take on that?

Buffy: That's so.  Steve--they appear to spiral down when at rest--cool!

Paul_Peck: Yes, they spiral on the drop.

ToddM: Paul, you had told me when the manta first came out, you were going too eventually put a rattle in it, have you tried that yet?

Paul_Peck: well, it has a lot of dart, and so it can look like a small fish that is going after minnows, etc.   I like to think of it as doing that.

Oneida_Esox: The 10 inch Manta looks great, again, how about a smaller Manta

Paul_Peck: I've put rattles in some Mantas--mostly super shallows, but the jury is still out on whether they catch more fish than the plain ones do.

Sworrall: Every two feet the bait swung 180 degrees, then I popped it up to the top, fun to run

Paul_Peck: well, I have some small prototypes.  (4.5" body, 5" with tail).  they work great.

Oneida_Esox: when can we get the little ones

Paul_Peck: lol Oneida.   well.....we need to make a mold.  the prototypes are all wood.

Buffy: Paul, getting back to the Shark question someone asked--any plans for big ones?  Different ones?

ToddM: use the 10" manta body for the big crankbait?

Paul_Peck: well, we are testing our "Great White"....which is a much larger Shark.   It is extremely easy to work and doesn't kill your wrists when you cast....

Vertikoseqh: tell us more about this great white

Paul_Peck: it's a 9" lure, and the body counteracts the size of the lip, making it very easy to reel, even for its size

Sworrall: shape?

Paul_Peck: Same as the smaller shark for the moment.   should be an excellent twitch and trolling lure.

Paul_Peck: but we're testing it to see if it will be...

Sworrall: How deep will it run, about?

Yooper: what kind of finishing clear coat do you use. Thanks

Paul_Peck: well, the jury's out on that one too.  We're looking at anywhere from 12 to 15 feet with a good length of line out.   The key is trying to design it to stay within a good zone

Paul_Peck: We've gone to Dupont automotive clears.

Sworrall: 12 to 15 would be a very nice zone, thanks

RAZE1: Is that polystyrene a cold injection ?

Paul_Peck: no.  it's a hot injection.....and when the body is removed from the mold, it is submerged in water to cool it and harden the exterior.

Buffy: Any plans for a big Super Shallow Shark?

Paul_Peck: well.....that depends on how well the testing goes with the ones we have now.

ToddM: Paul, I have a hammerhead and it's a cool bait.  Any plans on making a straight up prop bait?

Sworrall: how are the hook hangers installed in a Manta?

Vertikoseqh: tell us about the best way to run the hammerheads?

Paul_Peck: Not right now.  We're staying clear of the prop bait market.

Paul_Peck: the hangers on the new ones are molded directly into the baits.

Paul_Peck: The hammerheads are a slow/medium retrieve lure.   They're best when you don't have to cover a lot of ground or as a comeback lure, using a steady retrieve.

Sworrall: pretty much impossible to tear the hangers and therefore, the hooks out then, yes?

Paul_Peck: well, yes and no Todd.  The PropJack can also be "walked" like a Jackpot, only it gives a ripping motion with the prop when you do.

Paul_Peck: thanks, but we're always trying to improve--and paint jobs is one of the areas where we're trying to do better and make them more durable.

Sworrall: What brand hooks do you use?

Paul_Peck: We are using VMC's on all our baits.

Paul_Peck: (But we're always looking at others too)

Buffy: They seem very heavy duty. 4X?

Paul_Peck: yes. the hooks on the Mantas and super shallow mantas are 4x.  they are 2x on the hammerhead for weight considerations.  too much weight affects the hammerhead negatively.

Paul_Peck: (need to keep it buoyant)

MNesox: Paul, have you found that you get a large percentage of your fish on the figure 8 with the manta?

ToddM: paul, last year you had a special run of surface mantas, will you bring those out again?

Paul_Peck: No.  I don't get a large percentage on any lure...lol.  Most of my fish come near the end of the cast to mid-cast.

Vertikoseqh: spring summer fall....how do you use the manta different in each season?

Paul_Peck: Yes.  You are referring to the Surface Skimmer Mantas.  They are as near to that impossible "neutral buoyancy" as you can get.  We're selling them at Pastikas this year.  The reaction on the short run we did was excellent.

RAZE1: I like to put some translucent opal prism tape on the tail, what a flash it throws

Paul_Peck: Well, as for seasons.....in the spring, I'm generally fishing it slower with long pauses .  I speed up as the year goes along and slower again in fall.

Steve_Cady: Paul- I've noticed that Bob M has been using the Manta a lot on his show. Are we going to see any other big fish on his show?

Paul_Peck: we may do some holoform Mantas in the future.

Stan_Durst: Paul, would you be interested in selling  a few blanks for custom work?

Paul_Peck: Yep.  He hammered a lot of fish on the Mantas.....it fits into Bob's style nicely.

Steve_Cady: Is it because he works them so fast?

Paul_Peck: Sure would.  I wouldn't mind seeing some custom ones out there--that takes a load off of me.

Paul_Peck: he modifies them Steve......he puts long-shank 5's on them....that weighs them down and he can really hum them then.

Stan_Durst: You got a deal Paul, email me or get me your email and we will put it together

Paul_Peck: ok Stan.  Will do.

Stan_Durst: I painted a couple for a guy and they really look great in my custom stuff

Steve_Cady: long shank 5/0 VMC's?

Paul_Peck: I think they're Eagle Claws that he is using.  Our home page has a pic of one of his mantas on it at the top.

Buffy: I notice that Bob M. seems to get a little up/down action with his--May be the big hooks or his rod action?

Paul_Peck: He really moves 'em--that I know.

Paul_Peck: I think the up/down action is because of the additional weight.  His heavy hooks make it sink like a brick on the pause.

Sworrall: What does the regular manta weigh, about?

Paul_Peck: the regular manta weighs 3.4 ounces.  the super shallow 3.15 and the Hang 10 6.0

Sworrall: what is the suggested leader to run a Manta, both sizes?

ToddM: Paul, what depths will the deep shark run trolling?

Paul_Peck: I suggest a 12" solid, but it really doesn't matter.  Al, the owner of Pastikas loves his braided leaders....claims to get even more swing.

Paul_Peck: the Countdown Shark?   It trolls at 35 feet.

Stan_Durst: How many styles do you have now Paul?

Paul_Peck: the deep diver will troll 22-23.

Paul_Peck: 3 Mantas.  Two on the smaller body and one on the new, large body.

Sworrall: any line weight preference, other than the obvious because of the lure weight?

Paul_Peck: I use superbraids and have found that 80lb is good for the regular Mantas, but you want 100lb for the Hang 10. 100lb will ensure that you keep it after a high-speed backlash...lol.   But.....I don't recommend mono

Paul_Peck: Mono has just enough stretch to keep you from feeling the lure properly, as well as it sinks, and the belly in the line causes lures to want to go head-down on the twitch.

Paul_Peck: no, I don't recommend mono

Sworrall: I like mono anyway

Paul_Peck: (I just ran out of room in the type box)

Sworrall: the mono is a problem?

Sworrall: 100 pound

Sworrall: superlines, does the brand really make any difference?

Paul_Peck: yes....it sinks, and the belly causes your forward twitch to also be a downward twitch.  that can cause a Manta to go head-down.

Stan_Durst: Do you have my email addy Paul?

Paul_Peck: paulpeck@g2a.net

Paul_Peck: No to the question about superline difference.  All the superlines work fine, as does dacron.

Sworrall: actually, that might be a great technique on the deep rocks the way the lure walks itself down

MNesox: paul, what have been your hooking percentages on the Manta?

Paul_Peck: well, when they nail it they nail it.  A lot of fish will make a pass on the thing but turn off.  My actual misses come when the dang fish hits right as I'm starting my next twitch.

Buffy: I once saw a man who couldn't make a Manta dance.....but only one!

Sworrall: do you have much success making it pop up and down, instead of the side to side?

Buffy: How to you do that Steve?  Upward rod?

Sworrall: twitches

Sworrall: up, then down, JUST when the bait looks like it wants to swing

Sworrall: does that produce, Paul?

Paul_Peck: well, the time when the up/down seems to work best for me is with the super shallow manta.....I'll pop it up and make the nose break the surface.

Sworrall: I had it bobbing like a ping pong ball in the pool this weekend, was pretty sharp looking

Slamr: what is the biggest fish caught on a manta so far?

mehabeeb: If this has been covered let me know, what is the best way to trigger a follow? I can bring them in but can't get them to hit.

Paul_Peck: good question.  I've heard of several 53's, and one 55, but I didn't see a pic of the 55.

Slamr: what is your highest selling color?

Buffy: I heard of a 57, but can't confirm.

Stan_Durst: What is your website address?

Slamr: http://www.riverruntackle.com

Paul_Peck: Mehabeeb, when that fish is coming in behind that manta, give it a couple quick twitches and then reel like crazy.  It will look like it is trying to flee and you can sometimes get them to commit.

Paul_Peck: (it'll be coming in like a bullet when you do that)

Sworrall: Do you guide at all, Paul?

Paul_Peck: The Lac Seul Perch is the hottest seller.  Pearl Tiger down south.

ToddM: How fast does the countdown shark sink?

Paul_Peck: Yes, I guide the central section of the WI River above Petenwell and below Dubay.

Sworrall: How would someone interested in hiring you reach you?

Buffy: I think the irregular retrieve works best for me.  Fun to see 'em do the S-curve--then smash!

Paul_Peck: The countdown drops a good two feet per second, nose down.

ToddM: Sounds good, is it an easy bait to twitch?

Paul_Peck: They can either contact me off the website above or by calling RiverRun Tackle at 715-445-3178

Paul_Peck: that's primarily how many fish the countdown….it is essentially a jerkbait.  On the lower tie setting it is a very effective erratic deep water glider.  Bill Buechner and Chris Wallis got most of their fish on the countdown in the PMTT.

Paul_Peck: you let it sink down and then sweep the rod upwards....this causes the countdown to erratically dart.

Slamr: Paul and River Run Tackle can be found at http://www.riverruntackle.com or contacted via phone at 715-445-3178 or email at info@riverruntackle.com.  Thank you Paul Peck for the very informative chat tonight, feel free to stay and answer questions, but you can now rest those fingers if need be!

