Jason_Smith: Ralph Florio, aka "Musky Fever" from www.muskyfever.com is our guest tonight. Ralph fishes guides Webster, Tippecanoe and the Barbee Chain...as well as Shabbona and the Fox Chain......Welcome Ralph!

Musky_Fever: thanks for having me

Schuler: Ralph, what was your number one technique this year for these "southern" fish?

Theedz: Well Ralph, I don't get down there much but I'm assuming it's pressured water.  How do you start fishing it.

Musky_Fever: I would have to say Mag Dawgs in deep water

Jason_Smith: Ralph, What is the biggest difference between the IN lakes and the IL lakes?

Musky_Fever: Indiana has a BIG population of shad

Musky_Fever: unfortunately all the lakes I fish are very pressured

Schuler: what's your key to success when you fishing lakes without real baitfish, like shabbona

plitzzz: fever what's your favorite twitching setup

plitzzz: rod & reel

Theedz: So do you run deeper water then or downsize or what?   How do you handle that pressure?  I fish Madison

Musky_Fever: shaby has some good shad

Theedz: Chain here so I deal with the same.

Schuler: shows what I know I guess

Schuler: have you fished any lakes down here without shad?

Musky_Fever: I have good success using shad raps trolling mostly

Musky_Fever: 7'6" St. Croix and a deep diving slammer

Musky_Fever: I like to troll most of the time when on shabby

Jason_Smith: I know from fishing Webster that it can be an open water bite, where do you start and why?

Musky_Fever: I have my spots, but when fishing the open water I usually look for the bait fish

Theedz: Do you use sidefinder to locate and follow baitfish?  How do you know you're staying with them.

Musky_Fever: Zach, most lakes I fish are shad based

Schuler: what if the schools are small and scattered? anything different?

Jason_Smith: What jerkbaits work good for suspendos on the IN lakes?

Musky_Fever: I run lowrance..................at Webster the fish are just there

Musky_Fever: suicks, undertakers

Jason_Smith: Ralph, How do you schedule yourself to fish IN lakes and IL lakes?

Schuler: I'm just learning to fish shad lakes...what kind of depth over how deep water is the most common during the summer?

plitzzz: do you do any tuning to your suicks???

Musky_Fever: Zach, most of the time the fish are out there whether the bait is or not...............maybe this is due to all the pressure the lake gets

Musky_Fever: I live 2 hours from Webster 11/2 from shabby and 11/2 from the chain

Theedz: Do you try to fish around the pressure?  Say during the week instead of weekends, nights instead of evenings?

NWR: Hi Ralph, is the weed kill in Webster going to be as bad for the fishing as everybody is saying?

Musky_Fever: I fish in the upper 10 feet or so

Musky_Fever: I always try to fish during the week

0723: do u fish shallow there at Webster

Musky_Fever: I hope not......I think it will turn on in the spring

Musky_Fever: I mostly fish open water at Webster.....tend to find BIGGER fish there

Schuler: have you ever seen fish more active on days with more pressure?

Musky_Fever: it's funny, they always say that the boats bother us more than the fish

Musky_Fever: shabby is one of the most pressured lakes that I know of, but I still catch fish

0723: what lakes in the Il/Chicago area do u fish regularly?

Musky_Fever: shabbona and the chain

buddysolberg: Is it boating or fishing pressure on these lakes

Schuler: I fish lake c****** and even with 40 boats on the 70 acre lake I have caught fish...whereas I usually do no good on a calm day

0723: have u ever tried wolf

plitzzz: shallow or deep water in the spring???

Musky_Fever: fishing on shabby boating and fishing on Webster................lot's of jet ski's

NWR: Do you mainly find the fish near the bait schools in open water on Webster, or can you catch them just blind casting out in the basins?

Musky_Fever: I fished wolf a few times.......never caught a musky but always seem to catch bass

Musky_Fever: in the spring I start out fishing shallow, if nothing is happening I move out

Musky_Fever: Webster is funny, the fish are out in the middle of nowhere

KidDerringer: Do you like Super lines or Mono?

plitzzz: would fish suspend in a 20' hole in a small 109 acre lake mostly shallow and weedy?

Musky_Fever1305: sorry about that, I got cut off

Schuler: Schuler: now I remembered my biggest downfall this year...when the water temp is really cold right after ice out...what do you do? can't read this from other states because they can't fish after ice out

0723: have u tried vertical jigging for the suspended fish mr fever

Musky_Fever1305: I try to work real slow....I start out working the breaks and then I will move out to open water

Schuler: what do you mean by breaks?

Musky_Fever1305: the only time I jig is in the fall, I know I should start talking to Mr. Worrall and do more jigging

Musky_Fever1305: weed edges

plitzzz: will fish suspend in a 20' hole of a 109 acre lake that's shallow and weedy (hole 50-75 yards?)

Schuler: would where the weed edges were work on puddles where they kill the weeds?

Musky_Fever1305: the spring is probably the only time I really cast shallow (6' and under)

Musky_Fever1305: sure they will, if there is something to hold them there, like bait or structure

Jason_Smith: Is it best when the shad come up HIGH....or when they stay LOW/

spicoli: Ralph,  do you think those suspended skies are relating to something or do you think they are roaming?  on Webster that is..

Musky_Fever1305: I think they are keying on the shad out there

Schuler: what do you mean what?

Steve_Worrall: how large are the shad pods?

spicoli: what about structure

Musky_Fever1305: I like it best when the shad are up high in the column

plitzzz: hardly ever see baitfish nor humps or anything

plitzzz: maybe just to cool off in summer?

Musky_Fever1305: I've seen pods on my screen so big that I have shut off my graph and turned it back on........thought it was broken

Theedz: Is breaking the surface high enough in the column Ralph?

Musky_Fever1305: oh yeah

Steve_Worrall: how do you approach the shad pod to fish the area for a Muskie?

Schuler: then you get the shad on the hook though

Musky_Fever1305: those are the best.........it means something is chasing them

NWR: Are bulldawgs still a good bet in Indiana or are they getting conditioned?

Theedz: Not on this lake.  There's so many shad that I can be out there for hours with fish shad breaking surface everywhere.  I haven't figured it out yet.

Musky_Fever1305: I fish the outside of the pod first........if nothing is happening I will move in and fish right in amongst them

spicoli: Ralph, What are your thoughts on how deep skies suspend in the summer.  Do you think most are above our electronic reading?

Musky_Fever1305: I caught a lot of fish last year on the Magnum Bull Dawg, only time will tell

Musky_Fever1305: try jackpots

Theedz: Will do.

Musky_Fever1305: I think it all depends on where the bait fish are

Steve_Worrall: so you have found a big pod of shad, and think there are muskies under them, what next, if they are near the surface?

Jason_Smith: So Ralph, you treat pods of bait.....like Structure and fish it like a log or dock?

Musky_Fever1305: I have had great success throwing Mag Dawgs right in there with the shad........if they are breaking the surface my bait of choice is the jackpot

Musky_Fever1305: that's right Jason

Oneida_Esox: My biggest problem with trying to fish "pods" of bait fish is that the "pod" keeps changing, how do you deal with that??

Schuler: Ralph, have you fished any shad lakes where the shad are overpopulated...making muskies a very rare catch?

plitzzz: what color jackpot has been most productive for you????????

Musky_Fever1305: at Webster the fish tend to be there whether or not there are bait fish..........it's hard to explain

KidDerringer: Interesting?

Theedz: Along the line of Schuler.  Do you feel that a lake can be so full of baitfish that it almost makes it hard to fish.

Musky_Fever1305: Tennessee shad

Schuler: makes for big fish though

Musky_Fever1305: or red and white

KidDerringer: Ah Red & White!

plitzzz: in clear or stained water? not black & orange ?

Musky_Fever1305: that is what we were faced with when they did the big weed kill this year.........the bait fish had nowhere to hide making them easy prey

Musky_Fever1305: I think that is why the fishing got so tuf

Steve_Worrall: changes everything in the predator/prey relationship, doesn't it?

spicoli: have you noticed that the big females are always in the same spots year after year

Musky_Fever1305: you said it Steve, makes you wonder

NWR: Do you mean they're not hungry then?

Musky_Fever1305: on Webster the fish don't tend to be in the same spots year after year

Musky_Fever1305: NWR, could be.............makes you wonder if they are eating at will then they will have no need to chase a bait

spicoli: have you seen any signs of reproduction on Webster???

NWR: Do you think they prefer to eat bass when they are easier to catch?

Schuler: Ralph...what is Indiana's excuse for killing weeds?

Theedz: That's what I'm wondering on my lake.  Question is, what makes your bait a better target than everything else out there.

Musky_Fever1305: I don't think they are eating bass......too many shad to gobble up

NWR: shad go in the weeds?

Oneida_Esox: Scott, you got to make you bait walk the walk

Musky_Fever1305: that is why I use baits that mimic a wounded fish.........easy prey

plitzzz: are the fish fat from all the shad???

muskiebum: I would think a perch would be harder to take down than a bass of the same size?

Theedz: I'm still working on that John

Musky_Fever1305: very fat

muskiebum: nasty dorsal fin

Musky_Fever1305: I think they are reproducing, I don't know how well though

Musky_Fever1305: maybe it's all the pressure that they are receiving these days

NWR: Do bucktails ever produce in Webster?  Do many folks try that?

spicoli: Have you ever targeted the current areas of Webster...if yes any success?

plitzzz: don't a lot of people put pressure on the deep fish also though

Musky_Fever1305: I have caught many fish on bucktails......white with a red trailer being the best

Jason_Smith: Ralph, I have fished Cave run and Kincaid...all Shad based lakes...the fish are white, and I was told its because of the shad. Then I set the hook an on big golden fish on Webster....what's the scoop?

Steve_Worrall: Have you tried downsized cranks on those fish under the shad at all? Bass sized stuff?

Musky_Fever1305: I think that they are relating to weeds, that is how they get there color......Webster is also very stained at times

Musky_Fever1305: I try and downsize and then I get bored and go to the Mag Dawg

Jason_Smith: You are right...Web has lots more weeds.

Guest3456: Where do you find the Shad are staging in the early season? And do you target them to find Muskies? I am thinking of an early April trip to Webster.

Musky_Fever1305: like I said, I will try the shallow flats first but usually end up out in the middle of the lake

Oneida_Esox: Small baits put more fish in my boat every year than large baits.

Musky_Fever1305: some day I will throw the little stuff with confidence

Schuler: do you ever throw big rattle traps?

Musky_Fever1305: I need to hook up with Mr. Worrall and learn the proper way to creature fish

Steve_Worrall: what is the average fish off the Chain?

Steve_Worrall: that we can do...

Guest: Anybody have experience with Nimmer baits?

Musky_Fever1305: about 36"

Steve_Worrall: Jason has already commented on us fishing with you, MuskieFIRST camera in hand

Schuler: 36" isn't bad

plitzzz: what is considered small? 6" or less? or the lake you are on?

Schuler: I need to fish it a few times this year

Musky_Fever1305: Zach I throw them for a little while, never had great success.......after fishing the chain tourney last year though I will be fishing them more this year

plitzzz: does lake size matter for bait size?????

Schuler: I have done good with the 1 1/2 oz rattle traps, only had one on this year though, but threw it more last year

Schuler: I had sharp hooks, which hooked a muskie...but then hooked ice

Musky_Fever1305: can't wait Steve

Musky_Fever1305: I don't think the lake size has anything to do with the size bait you are using........it's more of the size of the bait fish in the lake

spicoli: do you find that muskie hunting is better when the water is low or high on the CHAIN...

Musky_Fever1305: Webster has some HUGE shad in it.........so I use big baits'

NWR: When does the ice usually break up on Webster?

Theedz: Do you think you should choose bait size smaller, same size or larger than average baitfish?

Schuler: so if the lake has 3" bluegills, would it be better to use bass and walleye lures than Mag Dawgs and 10" believers...or do you think they prefer bass over panfish?

Musky_Fever1305: it all depends on weather conditions..........some times ice is gone as early as the middle of feb.

buddysolberg: Guest - pollywog a little

plitzzz: my lake has a lot of 35-40 should I be throwing 6" baits

spicoli: Ralph…do you find the skie hunting is better when it is low or high

Musky_Fever1305: I really don't think that muskies eat bass as much as pan fish

spicoli: water on the fox chain that is

Musky_Fever1305: if the water is high due to rain then I don't like to fish it gets too muddy

Musky_Fever1305: I have caught some pretty small fish on HUGE baits........that is why I don't think that we really need to downsize

Steve_Worrall: Slamr would agree with you

Musky_Fever1305: all he needs is an 8" shaker and he would be happy for the rest of his life

plitzzz: even in 109 acres with high press. and smaller fish????

Steve_Worrall: yup!

spicoli: do you ever target the channels in the Fox Chain...what time of season.

Guest: Ralph, I guess I sent out a general question but meant it for you. I used a small Nimmer swimmer on a stained Canadian lake last year and had real good luck with it, Wondering how it would work on Web.

Musky_Fever1305: how small are we talking

Schuler: I guess big lures do catch small fish, got a 2" muskie on 6" creeper

plitzzz: 35-40

spicoli: time of year...whoops

Musky_Fever1305: never tried one

Steve_Worrall: Is that a crank, guest?

Guest: Topwater with an attitude. Great noise!!!

Musky_Fever: cut off again

Schuler: I am definitely going to use my triple d's a lot on open water this year

Musky_Fever: I don't have any shakers.........I refuse to spend that much on a bait

spicoli: yep...suspending is the key on the Triple D

Musky_Fever: you can cast it down to about 6' to 10' and just work it baby

Steve_Worrall: only shakers I have are full of salt...

spicoli: what is more natural than a suspending bait...think about it

plitzzz: twitching deep water just hangs there where others would float or sink out of strike zone????

Musky_Fever: anything that looks like a shad and has a wounded presentation will be deadly on Webster

Musky_Fever: you got it plitzzz....that is what is going to make the difference

Musky_Fever: I think the more a bait looks like a wounded bait fish the more fish you will catch

Jason_Smith: Ralph Florio aka "Musky Fever" can be contacted on MF and www.muskyfever.com. Thanks Ralph, your one of those pros that is really there for the members. Thanks for being apart of our guest chat.
