Jason_Smith: MuskieFIRST welecome Oneida Esox to our chat.. OE is now a big time guide in Oneida county and took out plenty of folks and got some dandy fish this season. So now its OE's chance to anwer questions..

Oneida_Esox: Big Time, I don't know about that, I just spend a lot of time on the water

ToddM: OE, what's the magic with pink?

Oneida_Esox: Thanks Jason, glad to be here

Oneida_Esox: I think the Pink has worked for me in stained water

MuskieE: maybe close to red?A resemblence?

Oneida_Esox: because it actually looks like another shade of orange that the fish doen't see alot

Oneida_Esox: exactly E

ToddM: cool thanks

Oneida_Esox: Funny thing is that Hot Pink doesn't seem to work very well

Cory_Toker: How do you like to work Bulldawgs and what is your fav size?

Oneida_Esox: bubble gum pink is the good one

Oneida_Esox: I like the mag dawg and work it with the reel

Sworrall: What is your favorite water up here?

Oneida_Esox: 3 quick cranks

Cory_Toker: Slow down,  speed up, stop kind of thing/

plitzzz: off th bottom????

Oneida_Esox: cory, yes

Oneida_Esox: Worral, tough question

Oneida_Esox: I like the river and Moens chain

Oneida_Esox: When I first started musky fishing I liked the clear water, now I favor the dark water

Cory_Toker: Did you notice any change in pattern this fall from others  since it got cold so fast?

Oneida_Esox: Yes, the hot bite after  turn over lasted only about 4-5 days

Oneida_Esox: usually we can get 2 weeks

ToddM: Why do you now favor the dark water?

Cory_Toker: I found that on LOTWs as well

Oneida_Esox: some of the locals actually missed out on it

MCR: Why does the TripleD have fins?

Oneida_Esox: Todd, I guess because I catch more fish there and the pressure seems to be less

Oneida_Esox: MCR to keep it from nose diving

Schuler: OE, what do you do on the clear water lakes since they get so much pressure?

Oneida_Esox: I like to fish different, bald sand, suspended, rock, stay out of the weeds

Oneida_Esox: the clear lake weed bite is tough for me

MuskieE: whats your biggest fish in your life?

Oneida_Esox: E several upper 20 lbers, can't crack the 30 lb range

Schuler: same for me, everyone fishes the weeds

Cory_Toker: How do you fish the suspended bite in deep clear lakes in the summer.  I fish Whitefish bay alot in the summer  which is very deep and clear.

Oneida_Esox: Cory, I know this sounds cliche, but watch your graph for bait fish

Oneida_Esox: The other thing, is if you catch them suspended once, they will be there again even if the bait fish aren't

Cory_Toker: troll or cast?

Oneida_Esox: Just cast cranks, and bulldawgs in the bait fish, can't troll here

Jason_Smith: I have fished the Moen chain and waters like it......What do you do in the mid summer when you the hot topwater and bucktail bite is gone?

Cory_Toker: If you had your chose?

Oneida_Esox: 2 things Jason, fish the slop or the deepest hole in the lake

Jason_Smith: how?

Oneida_Esox: Cory, casting is the only thing I know

ToddM: Do the stained lakes you fish bloom?  If so how do you deal with it?

MuskieE: what percentage is done night fishing? And have you had any luck?

Oneida_Esox: fish the slop with buzz baits, suicks, and sloppee pigs

Cory_Toker: Onieda, come to LOTW'S  in the fall,  Lots of 30  plus fish to be caught.

Oneida_Esox: Todd, not much bloom

Cory_Toker: When do you find the topwater bite most effective?

ToddM: I officially declare war on algae

Oneida_Esox: Muskie E, not a lot of night fishing, that usually gets good the middle of Aug and seeems to only last a week or 2, not much success with it

Cory_Toker: Some parts of the woods this years was like green soup!

MCR: Do you really use pink or is that just macho talk?

Oneida_Esox: Cory, the topwater bite is best here in ONeida Co early in the season

Oneida_Esox: MCR, I do use pink

Cory_Toker: Water temps for 60 to 70 say?

Craig_Eversoll: Hey Oneida... liked your article in MH... good job

Oneida_Esox: Cory, maybe even a little lower

DUCK: OE, ill be fishing the miss river tomarow. i like to cast myself, would it be worth my time to through any hair

Oneida_Esox: Duck, not sure about this time of year, although I have caught muskies on hair late in the year

Steve_Cady: John, What is your favorite type of lure?

Craig_Eversoll: Do you have some nice clear cisco water that you can guide me on next year?

Oneida_Esox: Cady, CRANKBAITS!!!!!!

Oneida_Esox: Craig, yes for a price!!!!!

Steve_Cady: How do you work them? Typically?

Cory_Toker: What is your most effective way to catch muskies  in July into August?

Mad_Dawg_Hoek: Oneida...any tips on fishing the stumpfields of the Wisconsin river flowages???

Oneida_Esox: I like to use a pull and pause retrieve

Oneida_Esox: with crankbaits

fish_on: Out of the box, which cranks do you like?

Oneida_Esox: MDH, the fish in the stumps on the river can be maddening, they are they but tough to catch

cabbage: Do you fish alot of suspended fish or mostly structure related directly

Oneida_Esox: slow topwaters work best

Oneida_Esox: fish, baby DR are by far my favorite and obviously the Triple D

Oneida_Esox: cabbage, this year I didn't go to the suspended fish much because I did well on structure all season, not the case 2 years ago

Cory_Toker: Do you use speed approaches much?

ToddM: OE, what glide baits do you like?

Oneida_Esox: Todd, 6 inch reef hawg, and this fall the 6 inch Phantom produced a real nice fish

Oneida_Esox: Cory, speed works for me as a last resort

Oneida_Esox: I use it mainly with bucktails and that is about it

Oneida_Esox: this year I did well burning bucktails

cabbage: what kind of line do you use?

Cory_Toker: Wow,   and I have been hearing how effective it was.  There were days this fall when that was the only thing that would work and no one else caught fish  unless speed was used.

Oneida_Esox: 65 lb test Power Pro, I had  a LOT of problems with Whiplash this season

Oneida_Esox: Cory, the thing with muskies is that there are no rules, confidence is the key and I have confidence in fishing slow

MuskieE: speeb on the tails  were you bulging them also or just speed?

Jason_Smith: OE, How many lakes to you guide on....and where are you based out of?

Oneida_Esox: I guide out of Rhinelander and guide on roughly 30 lakes in the area

RAZE1: OE, IF YOU COULD FISH ANYWHERE IN NORTH AMERICA WHERE WOULD YOU GO ???

Oneida_Esox: E, didn't have to bulge just move the boat fast and cover a lot of water

MuskieE: wowo just the opposite of what i did good on

Oneida_Esox: I did really well this year on Mepps magnums,

MuskieE: whats do you have confidence in long or short casts?

Oneida_Esox: covering a lot of water

ToddM: OE, would you like to see trolling legal in onieda and vilas co?

Cory_Toker: Just goes to show you that you must be versitile and change things up when one thing is not working.

Oneida_Esox: I like shorter casts. they suit my slower style of fishin

Oneida_Esox: Todd,  no reason that one line per person trolling should pose a problem

ToddM: cool, thanks

cabbage: What do you think is the best way to get a strike muskie fishing

Craig_Eversoll: John - I positively have to hire you next year... gotta put some kids to bed.  Thanks for taking the time to share some info.

Oneida_Esox: Raze, anywhere in NA. I'm a home body, I like Vilas and Oneida, but some day I want to fish LOTW and Eagle

Oneida_Esox: Thanks a lot Craig!!!! Check out my website for contact info

Jason_Smith: What is that website by the way?

Oneida_Esox: www.oneidaesox.con

ToddM: OE, the northwoods had a very slow spring this year, fish were on or just off the spawn.  What if anything worked for you opening weekeknd?

Oneida_Esox: Opening weekend was the toughest I have seen. The only thing that moved fish was 5 inch slammer, 6 inch Crane, and 6 inch shallow raiders

Cory_Toker: Oneida,  do it in the fall.  Late September   through October is the best for big fish and Numbers of them.

Mad_Dawg_Hoek: By the way...I'm still working on a clickable link for ya on the ERC site

Oneida_Esox: They had to be twitched very erratically in very shallow water

Oneida_Esox: Cory, fall is a tough time to leave here!!!!!!

Cory_Toker: Lol,  not when you have a great chance at fish in the 45 to 55plus LB range it shouldn't!

Oneida_Esox: Someday, right now with the guide business, and family it is tought to leave

Cory_Toker: Unless you have to guide and make bucks of course.   You beat me to it. LOL

Jason_Smith: OE...back to topwaters.. Which ones do you like on your dark stained waters?

Oneida_Esox: I do 500 hours per season and leaving for a week or 4-5 days might be pushing it!!!!!!! HAHAHAHA

Sworrall: Oneida, how would you rate the Muskie fishing here in the Rhinelander area compared to other areas in the state?

Oneida_Esox: Smith, you had to ask!!! The Husky Hawg Wobbler, that is what the one in this months Musky Hunter ate

Oneida_Esox: Steve, I'm not saying this because I guide here, but I feel it is VERY underrated, lots of big fish, and good numbers

Sworrall: my feelings too

Oneida_Esox: If the Husky Hawg Wobbler doesn't work the Top raider is also good

cabbage: who taught who how to fish the ski's

ToddM: How is the fishing pressure in rhinelander compared to say boulder junction, sayner, minoqua, ect?

Oneida_Esox: The Super topraider was OUTSTANDING this year in the rain

MCR: Ever use a hydraulic hummer surface bait?

MRoberts: Cabbage, we pretty much learned together.

Oneida_Esox: Todd, somewhat less

MuskieE: OE have you ever won a prize at night at the alliance tourny?

Oneida_Esox: cabbage, Mike and I were novices 7-8 years ago and through the internet and lots of good friends learned a lot in a VERY short period of time

ToddM: will be lots of muskiefirst hats fishing rhinelander this year.lol

Cory_Toker: What  is effective  after cold fron conditons?

muskyone: OE do you fish the Minocqua chain much?

plitzzz: how about a tip for summer on lake minoqua....do they suspend over deep water?

Oneida_Esox: I fish Lake Tomahawk but that is a bout it, I call it the show me lake!

Oneida_Esox: Plitzz, believe it or not you can find the fish in the 10-15 foot range out ther quite regular

ToddM: OE, do you modify any baits?

Oneida_Esox: Cory, I like glide baits and cranks after a cold front, in heavy cover

Oneida_Esox: Todd, Yes, I paint the tops black and the bellies white!!!!!!!!!!!!

MCR: What kind of rig do you guide out of?

Cory_Toker: Oneida, what is your fav type of topwater conditions? sunny,  cloudy, rain, evening, morning, etc.?

ToddM: Do you think the top of the bait has to be black?

MCR: Is that a scent thing?

Oneida_Esox: MCR Tuffy esox mag

Oneida_Esox: Cory, I like sunny and windy for topwater, and rain

Oneida_Esox: Todd, I like the top Black

ToddM: OE, I noticed this year sunny and windy was good too for topwater, any reason?

Oneida_Esox: Other than painting lures I don't tinker much, that is what Jason and Mike are for, I just use their tinkered lures!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Oneida_Esox: Todd, don't know, again I think it is something different

fish_on: topwater in the bright sun on clear lakes or only stained?

jlong: What about that Whacky Walleye color pattern you tried out this fall?  As good as black and white???

Oneida_Esox: fish, stained mostly, but don't write topwater off on clear lakes if the wind is blowing on sunny days

Oneida_Esox: Jason, this year it was as good as black and white, however time will tell

ToddM: I noticed it on clear water actually

Oneida_Esox: Jason, actually it was BETTER than Black and white

Jason_Smith: OE, ever fish the Jersy flowage?

Mad_Dawg_Hoek: hmmmm...top secret whacky walleye....interesting...very interesting

cabbage: what would be your best advice to muskie hunters across america for success

jlong: If it was a one time wonder... you can always make it black in white... right in your boat!!!

MCR: Do you like globe style topwaters?

Oneida_Esox: cabbage, LEARN YOUR LAKE LEARN YOUR LAKE LEARN YOUR LAKE LEARN YOUR LAKE

cabbage: what was the biggest and smallest fish in your boat this year

Oneida_Esox: MCR, I think the globes are a sleeper, but have to be fished slow, I have done OK on them but have done so good with the TR and Hawg Wobbler that I don't give them a fair shake

Oneida_Esox: cabbage, smallest was probably 25 inches, biggest was 45 several times

WV_Musky: hey oneida i've got ya beat on the smallest...lol, but not biggest...great job on several 45's//0

ToddM: OE, if you could only fish one time of ther day, what would it be?

Oneida_Esox: Any musky is a trophy, sometimes we are all a little arrogant and too concerned with size

Oneida_Esox: Todd, early morning!!!!!

fish_on: when you work the slop how far back into it do you go, do you fish it only on coldfront conds?

Oneida_Esox: fish on, not just in cold fronts but in heavy pressure

WV_Musky: what is your favorite bait when you are contending with heavy fishing pressure on a lake

Oneida_Esox: MRoberts lost a fish with me in a tourney so far up in the reeds that we literally could not see the outer edge of the reeds!!!

LarryJones: Have you tried any Lindy Tiger Tubes over the Slop?

Troyz: Oneida,  any truht to the rumor that you like early mornings so mike won't want to ski, or just to avoid the fishing pressure

Oneida_Esox: Larry, Have not tried the tube in the slop

Oneida_Esox: Troy, the rumor is true, I have to fish in the morning so he will leave the water skis home!!!!

Oneida_Esox: He still threatens to ski behind my tiller Esox mag

fsf: OE have you ever noted a correlation to heavy perch infestations to morning bites?

cabbage: what is your favorite thing about muskie fishing

LarryJones: Should,they worked well over thick Milfoil here on the Niagara R. and Chautauqua Lake this season,something just a little different in their face

Oneida_Esox: FSF, there are a lot of Perch in just about all of the lakes I fish, haven't noticed anything special

Oneida_Esox: cabbage, favorite is the constant challenge, muskies are VERY hard to catch

Oneida_Esox: THanks for the tip on the tubes Larry

LarryJones: 47 muskies to tubes this season

Jason_Smith: OE...what is your website again?

Sworrall: Do you fish Langlade Co water?

DUCK: dose color seem to mater alot in the fall in stained river water

Oneida_Esox: Steve, don't fish Langlade

LarryJones: Peice of broom handle inside to keep it to the surface to go over the slop very slow lifts of the rood,puff--puff--puff

Oneida_Esox: Jason, you can see me and my family and MRoberts kids at www.oneidaesox.com

MAAAAAD_Dawg: Oneida...do you feel that it is actually the COLOR that triggers strikes,  or the CONTRAST that color provides under the right conditions???

ToddM: OE, what's the oddest bait you own besides the triple d?

Oneida_Esox: Dawg, color is a factor, but the contrast is what triggers them. Right Jason???

Oneida_Esox: The largest fish I have ever seen by far, followed a blue and silver 6 inch Swim whizz, is that ODD

Jason_Smith: OE, Thanks for contributing on site and for doing this chat. I have heard many good things about your guide service and you are doing great. Your a stand up person and having fun..Thanks for coming!!!

