Jason_Smith: Murph is one of the BEST guides on Leech lake, and its really because he spends a ton of time out there...always looking for that big bite.....Murph welcome to the MF chatroom...its all yours!

Murph: ok,  I guide on Leech Lake in northern MN, also fish in Canada several times a year, let em fly

MNesox: sound good

Jason_Smith: Murph…when do the muskies use the reeds on Leech?

Murph: much depends on local weather, like everything else.  Usually towards end of August and into Sept

h2os2t: Murph what is the best time of year to fish Leech

MNesox: I heard around August 1st,  the reeds were really going. Is that true?

Murph: We usually get excited about the 4th of July.  You can catch a large fish any time on  Leech.  Fall is really good for large fish

Murph: I start checking about that time.  Look for perch in reeds, muskies will follow.

Murph: I get right in the middle and search for bait fish

Guest1642: Murph, when does "fall" begin for you?

ToddM: On average, during a week's stay on leech, how many days will it be too rough 4ft or more?

h2os2t: do the fish have a preference for any kind of bait or color?

Murph: For the real hogs, I get excited towards the end of fall when the water temps reach 45

Jason_Smith: So many folks say Leech is "pounded"..."overrated".....Why do some folks say that, when you and I know its not true?

Murph: 4 feet is rare.  They can happen but not that much.  Stay at a resort with a good boat launch which most do and trailer your boat to reach a calmer bay

Murph: Leech is not pounded or pressured as many may think.  We have several great muskie waters in the area and folks are going to Mille Lacs and Vermillion more than earlier times

Murph: The tourist areas may get pressured.  Get away from the crowds and you will move fish

Buckeyesfan: DO YOU EVER FISH CASS LAKE

Murph: I love Cass and fish it mostly in the Fall

MNesox: it is pretty amazing that leech can keep producing year after year

mavmskyb8: is there any good musky water near mound,MN?I'll be up there this summer visiting family

Murph: Catch and release, proper releases works

Buckeyesfan: Do the fish hang in the reeds in the middle of October?

MNesox: Murph, what do you think about the Land sale going on in Portage bay? anything being done by guides/business's

Murph: there may still be some fish in the reeds, depending on the forage.  There always has to have forage in the reeds to be good.

Murph: The DNR along with Muskies Inc and other groups are trying to put money up to purchase the land

MNesox: yeah, our MI chapter is giving 5000

Jason_Smith: How much money is needed to fund that project?

Murph: The importance is the area is a muskie spawning area near five mile point.

MNesox: just wondering if any guide coalitions are involved

Murph: A lot, land is going through the roof on Leech as other lakes

ToddM: I have three kids the oldest is nine.  Does leech have good action on bass/pike/walleye etc. casting smaller lures while musky fishing?

Murph: Most members are MI members along with local groups

Guest: Murph, I am thinking about making 1 trip to Leech this year....how would you rate the month of Sept?

MNesox: Jason, when I spoke to Harlan Fierstein, he was thinking that it will be 600,000 for the land. The DNR is giving 200,000 or so. any donations are going to be matched by another group

Murph: Walleye fishing is great in the spring and fall.  Leech has a great bass population and you can catch pike while fishing for either

MNesox: ok, thanks. just wondering if the leech lake guide deal was doing anything

ToddM: cool, thanks

Jason_Smith: How come the DNR cant step in and fight any shoreline development that can affect spawning.....who owns the water anyway?

MNesox: they said the biggest thing is just getting groups/people to support and give something. even a little

Murph: Sept is a good month.  The big MI tournament catches several nice fish, ask Steve he was the MC a few years ago

IA_Musky_Nut: little town Winthrop east of Waterloo

Murph: The DNR dropped the ball on the large dock system that has been approved.  They said they can't win a court case concerning the docks and harbors

Guest: Murph, I have never been to Leech....what depths and types of structure would a guy concentrate on in Sept?

Steve_Cady: This subject kind of gets off what Murph is here for... I have quite a bit of info on the Five mile point and after Murph is done I'd be happy to share the info.

Murph: You will have a good weed bite, as well as the rock reefs in the Pelican Island area.  I also target open water fish at this time

Murph: The weed line is about 13 feet on Leech, so the breaks at the weed line are a good starting point

Oneida_Esox: If you fish in MN on Sunday, does that mean you have to cheer for the Vikings

Jason_Smith: What are some of the ways you attack Leech Lake's deep weedline...say Portage for example?

Guest_12: do u ever troll Leech Lake

Murph: The Vikings may not have a team next year, they are in trouble again from a snowmobile event on Mille Lacs

Guest: Murph, good info, any suggestions on types of lures that work better than others in the fall?

Steve_Cady: Murph, I've been told that you fish farther off structure/weedlines than the typical fishermen? Is this true and why?

Murph: I usually start a cast length away from the weed line and use weighted jerks or spinner baits and crawl them along the edge.  I do, I believe large fish will not tolerate pressure and don't leave the area, they will suspend sometimes 50 to 100 yards out from the structure

Murph: I troll a lot on Leech

Guest: how's the fishing pressure in Sept?

Murph: after the tournament, which is the weekend after labor day there is very little pressure

Steve_Cady: How do you troll Reef Hawgs? Speed, etc...

Murph: I target suspended fish more and more as the years go by.  they are out there and not pressured at all.

Guest1077: Leech is divided onto 2 lakes. The big lake and the Walker bay areas. How do you choose to fish which?

IA_Musky_Nut: yeah, never good into trout myself

Guest: aren't the suspended fish kinda random or is that where searching for the bait fish comes in to play?

muskieswen: what is a good presentation for the middle of June

Murph: You have to use at least a 10 inch reef hawg, the 6 and 8's don't swing while trolling.  I swing the rod while trolling, moving the bait

Murph: I target the areas where the fish spawn, I know of five areas on Leech.  I start there and fish the emergent weeds

ToddM: Murph, do you ever troll anything odd besides a reef hawg?

Guest: is it possible to cast for these fish in the spawning areas or is it mostly a trolling deal?

Murph: I usually troll large crank baits.  I love the big slammers, hookers and just got an 18 inch Wishmaster I can

muskieswen: so weeds would be key. What about lure choices? Big, small, bucktails, cranks?

Ballistic: Murph, I ran into a September pattern there two years ago in the small harbor mouths, had two incredible day pitching bucktails. Ever see that? Were in about 7' in the cuts going into small harbors

Guest1077: What is the largest bait you have ever trolled?

Steve_Cady: How fast do you troll the large lures Murph?

Murph: I start out usually larger baits.  I believe they have 't eaten much in the long winter months and want a meal, I will downsize if the fish aren't moving on the big baits.

Murph: I troll 4 to 5 miles an hour

Murph: Harbors are great fish magnets they always hold bait,

Guest: Would anyone suggest a reasonably priced resort that is close to the good fall action for me to stay?

Murph: I trolled a 17 inch Basin bait last year, I don't think you can use a bait too big

Ballistic: I felt a bit silly, but we had 2 over 45 and one 50 in two days

Murph: I'll talk to you in Milwaukee, LOL

Murph: Huddles is a great resort in the southern part of the lake. Close to a lot of good areas

MNesox: huddles have camping?

Murph: Several of the resorts have good prices in the fall.

ToddM: Murph, do you flat line troll or use planer boards and downriggers?

muskieswen: What is the muskie fishing pressure like on leech in early spring? I have only been there once and it was Oct.

Murph: I use flat lines and planner boards.  Haven't used down riggers, I think you have to fish above the fish

MNesox: ever get into Benedict?

Murph: Hardly any pressure in the Spring.  Most guys are still walleye fishing.  Leech has a reputation of starting on the 4th of July.

ToddM: How deep are you running your baits generally?

Murph: I have walleye fished in Benedict.

Murph: Usually 15 to 25 feet

Murph: In Canada on trout water I run them deeper

Guest: I'm mostly a caster....so I need fish in water less than 15 feet....would that be reasonable in  Sept?

Buckeyesfan: what is the best presentation in October?

Murph: If you are coming to Leech, stay away from the marked maps.  My suggestion on any lake.  Look for fish on areas similar to the tourist spots.  Get away from the crowds.  

Jason_Smith: What is your take on large glide baits...say HR's and big Cobbs and Reef Hawgs...Do you loose many fish on them?

MNesox: like fishing two points on a weekend?

Buckeyesfan: do the fish still hang in the reeds in mid October?

Murph: I have lost some large fish on the HR 10 inch bait.  Also a very large fish on an 8 inch HR  The bait is too heavy and I think they are easily thrown by a thrashing fish.

Murph: They are usually out by then, if we have a few warm days together I will check them out, some fish do move in

muskieswen: Is there a rule of thumb for leaders. I mean stiff compared to flexible? Can you tell I'm a rookie?

Murph: I never fish two points on a weekend.  If I do I go to the inner weed line

Murph: I use a single strand leader for all baits, some are thinner for smaller baits

Guest: So what kind of structure should I concentrate on in Sept?

ToddM: What is leeches water clarity in summer?

Murph: I fish the rocks a lot in Sept.  I also fish some weed beds if no contact is made on the rocks

Murph: Leech is a fairly clear lake, no bloom

fishon: Any tips on fishing the inner weed line...what areas to target?

ToddM: good, me and algae don't get along

muskieswen: I have been using the same. I don't crimp just use 8 or 9 twists. Do you see anything wrong with that?

Murph: Much like any weed bed, you will find less pressure in the inner weeds.  Most fish the outer, I always start on the edges

ToddM: What are the primary weed types on leech?

Murph: I never crimp, gives me the willies, I also use 8 or so twists

Guest: Someone asked earlier about whether the whole lake is fished for muskie or if its mostly the west end...I didn't see a reply?

Murph: Mostly cabbage, some junk weeds

MNesox: dollar weed

Murph: A good tip.  If you can rent or borrow an Aqua View check out the weeds, and weed edges it's very interesting

Buckeyesfan: Do you ever cast open water for suspended fish? If so, can you give me a general idea on were to start?

Murph: Sorry I missed the question.  I fish the whole lake for muskies.  Also the small bays like miller bay, shingabee etc.

Guest: i might have missed the answer :)

Murph: I do cast for suspended fish.  I will get two of three casts away from a weed line especially if there is deep water.  I like baits like a weighted Big Daddy G I rip it down and let it rise to the

Jason_Smith: How can one get a hold of you for your guide service?

Murph: surface, then a few twitches, Its like using a topwater

MNesox: how was the late fall trolling bite in the bay?

muskieswen: When fishing rocks, where does one place the boat? Deep and cast in or vica-versa

Wildlineman: What are you seeing on the Aqua-view thats so interesting?

Guest: so when you are talking casting...what depths do you concentrate on???

Murph: e mail.  murph@fishingleechlake.com  or web page www.fishingleechlake.com/guide/murph

Ballistic: Leech is a big body of water, Murph, brand and size of boat do you run, and what motor?

Murph: You can see and follow the weed line, finding rocks, inside turns, forage fish, and how they relate to the structure.  I have seen muskies holding on weed edges it's cool

Guest1077: You use to have a web site, but it is down now. Are you ever going to start it up again?

Murph: I will be running a 620 Ranger with a 225 Yamaha Vmax next year.  I ran Warriors for years.  I like a glass boat for large lakes, at least an 18 foot boat

Wildlineman: As far as using hair baits, do you use the smaller or larger ones?  and what colors are good for starters?

Murph: the web site www.fishingleechlake.com is up again.  We have a message board you can get on if you are coming to the lake.  I usually check it every night and give some advice on what going on.

Ballistic: Leech can actually be dangerous at times, especially in late fall with big winds, can't it?

Murph: I use Candy Spins, Lilytails, smaller eagle tails and Shumway's flasher, I like to burn them as fast as I can

Murph: Yes it can be very dangerous.  Use your head, we lost a guy last year, alcohol on board.  Go to shore, the resorts have a pact to get you to your trailer

Guest: So generally speaking if I cast my brains our for a week in water 0-15ft deep in Sept. will I do OK?

Wildlineman: Sounds like a really nice pact that the resorts have.

Chuck: Murph, how many resorts are on Leech?

Murph: You got it, don't forget topwaters on Leech.  I always have some one throwing a topwater in my boat spring to fall

muskieswen: one more question. Will you be at the show in Blaine. Looking for a good guide in June. You interested?

Murph: You can go to www.leech-lake.com chamber web site for resorts, campgrounds, etc.

Murph: I will be working at the Thorne Bros booth, stop by I always interested

ToddM: Murph, Minnesota has a lot of water that would make great musky water.  What lakes would you like to see become new musky frontiers?  Kabetogama/Namakan/Crane or Pelican?

Ballistic: One of the Walleye pros I know is always talking about the big perch there, are there good quantities?

Murph: I think all the lakes you named would be great.  I like big lakes

Guest: From your experience, do the fish favor a fast or slow moving top water bait?

Murph: Two weeks ago I took 40 perch that were all 13 14 inches.  Good eaten.  Ice fishing of course we have 2 feet of ice

Murph: Usually slow, depends on the conditions.  I move them a bit faster in rough water.

Murph: Top topwater baits last year were the old Le Lure, jackpots, musky buster, and my old stand by a 10 inch jointed believer

Guest1077: Do you ever do split trips? Say like a morning then take the afternoon off the hot park of the day than go out in the evening?

Guest: I'm from ND and my fishing partner now lives in CA so we really need to plan ahead...I appreciate the info, we are 100% C&R

Murph: That's what I do on hot days, I don't want to be out there cooking either

Murph: e mail me and we can give you some more advise on times etc

Jason_Smith: Murph ..Thanks again for the great chat.. I am sure we will see you standing in the Reef Hawg booth everyday at the Milwaukee Muskie show.....We all promise to stop by say Hi and buy a Reef Hawg..

